PENNSYLVANIA’S TRAVELING TEN AWARD

By George Gleich

The Pennsylvania State Skeet Association’s (PSSA) “Traveling Ten Award” is presented annually to those shooters that shot at least 100 registered skeet targets at a minimum of 10 different clubs in Pennsylvania during the previous skeet year.  This award was established to encourage shooters to visit new clubs and meet new people within the State while shooting registered birds.  

The award is sponsored by Steve Leer of Leer Electric; thanks so much Steve!  The hand-crafted awards (for example, a leather carrying case for NSSA card’s, etc. with the winner’s name engraved on a brass plate) are presented to the winners at the Pennsylvania State Shoot in August of the subsequent year.

The first year the awards were presented was 2005 (for the 2004 shooting year).  The five winners that first year were Steve Anderson, Arvid Kobosky, Steve Leer, Paul McConville and Debra Meade. 

In 2006 (for the 2005 shooting year), there were nine winners: Steve Anderson, Tina Barkley, Barry Barkley, George Gleich, Steve Leer, Joe McGuire, Debra Meade, Dan Rogowski and Bill Straub.

Winners in 2007 (for the 2006 shooting year) were George Gleich, Debra Meade and Bill Straub.
During the 2007 shooting year, eight people shot 100 registered skeet birds at 10 or more PA clubs.  The eight were: Steve Anderson, Kelsie Ellsworth, George Gleich, Samuel A. Marks, Samuel P. Marks, Debra Meade, Dan Rogowski and Bill Straub.  The Traveling Ten Awards will be presented to these shooters at the Pennsylvania State Shoot in August 2008.

PSSA had 30 member clubs in 2007.  Perhaps bucking a national trend, four of these clubs threw registered birds in 2007 for the first time in recent years.  NSSA might want to consider a “National Traveling Ten” award recognizing persons shooting registered skeet in at least ten states in one calendar year.

Personally, pursuing the Traveling Ten Award has resulted in Joan and me meeting many new Pennsylvania skeet “people.”  It definitely increased our appreciation of the work done by the many dedicated individuals responsible for keeping registered skeet shooting viable in the State.  I was fortunate enough to shoot at 21 Pennsylvania clubs during 2007 and, thus, “set the bar” for future Traveling Ten participants (touché).
